Zuvuya Synopsis

Zuvuya is a literary autofiction novel that traces a decade in the American jam-band underground
through the life of Jace Carroway, a gifted but self-effacing musician whose search for transcendence
draws him into a destructive bond with a charismatic and unstable bandleader. Rooted in the
post-Grateful Dead cultural continuum that gave rise to bands like Phish and The String Cheese
Incident, the novel examines how myth, music, and addiction intertwine, and what it costs to mistake

proximity to genius for belonging.

The story opens in 1994, when Jace suffers a catastrophic LSD panic at a Grateful Dead show in
Miami. Briefly convinced he is the Second Coming, he is arrested, hospitalized, and released, carrying
forward a private fracture that leaves him both hungry for meaning and wary of delusion. This early

rupture becomes the silent engine of his adult life.

By the late 1990s, Jace has relocated to Boulder, Colorado, immersing himself in a volatile but fertile
music scene that blends communal idealism with unchecked excess. He co-founds a band, works
relentlessly, and earns quiet respect, yet remains peripheral to the mythic center of the culture he
reveres. His trajectory shifts when he meets Chris Rain Lyons, a brilliant guitarist whose charm,
ambition, and volatility make him a gravitational force. Chris offers Jace validation and creative

intensity, but his addiction and self-mythologizing quickly endanger everyone around him.

As bands fracture and opportunities collapse, Jace becomes emotionally tethered to Chris, assuming
the role of witness, protector, and fixer. When Chris reinvents himself as Zephyr Rain and assembles a
new ensemble, Jace joins the tour, believing that closeness to brilliance will finally confer legitimacy.
The group gains momentum, drawing Jace into the inner sanctum of a scene he once idolized,
complete with revered musicians, ritualized psychedelia, and the promise of transcendence through

sound.
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The deeper Jace enters this world, the more precise the cost becomes. Zephyr’s unraveling accelerates
through alcoholism, paranoia, and betrayal, culminating in a public rupture that destroys their
partnership and rewrites history to preserve Zephyr’s myth. Emotionally depleted and financially

ruined, Jace withdraws from the scene, unwilling to compete in the narratives that once defined him.

In the aftermath, Jace rebuilds slowly, grounding himself in labor, humility, and a quieter musical
tradition that values craft over spectacle. When respected musicians later seek out his space as a place

of work rather than worship, he receives the affirmation he once chased, now stripped of illusion.

In its final movement, Zuvuya rejects transcendence as spectacle and reclaims it as endurance. The
novel asks what artists owe their heroes, their communities, and themselves, and what they must

surrender to keep making music without losing their lives to the myth.
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